
 
 
	  
	  
	  

  
 
 

 
 
 
PHHA Seeks Out Of Competition Testing To 
Combat EPO Usage 
 
CHESTER, PA (February 8, 2016) — The Pennsylvania Harness Horsemen’s Association (PHHA), 
in collaboration with fellow horsemen’s organizations, the PA Department of Agriculture and 
legislative leaders, has developed proposed legislation initiating out of competition testing for illegal 
drugs such as Epogen under the jurisdiction of the Racing Commissions. Once in effect, it will 
provide for the added ability of the Commissions to detect unauthorized or prohibited drug 
administration to racehorses throughout the Commonwealth. 
 
“We urge the legislature and governor to act promptly so that testing may begin as soon as 
practically possible,” said Sam Beegle, President of the PHHA. “This underlines our longstanding 
condemnation of this practice, as well as our endorsement for the severest penalties.” 
 
It is the latest in the association’s efforts to protect equine health and welfare and enhance the 
sport’s integrity. Between 2013 and 2015, the PHHA contributed approximately $600,000 toward the 
purchase of equipment used by the New Bolton Center at the University of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine for cobalt testing and to research protein-based drugs and peptides. Prior gifts 
have contributed to the development of a pre-race cardiovascular monitoring protocol, new drug 
testing protocols and a comprehensive set of guidelines for administering therapeutic medications to 
equine athletes. 
 
About the Pennsylvania Harness Horsemen’s Association 
Founded in 1967, the Pennsylvania Harness Horsemen’s Association (PHHA) is a trade group that 
promotes the development of harness racing in Pennsylvania. The organization represents 
horsemen at The Downs at Mohegan Sun Pocono and Harrah’s Philadelphia Casino & Racetrack. 
Its mission is to provide a stable foundation for horsemen by encouraging competitive racing that 
increases fan participation and enhances the reputation of Pennsylvania harness racing on the 
national scene. The PHHA maintains branch offices at the tracks it represents.  
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